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able to provide adoption services in 
Convention adoption cases, but must 
comply with the Convention, the IAA, 
and other applicable law when pro-
viding services in a Convention adop-
tion case. 

§ 96.17 Effective date of accreditation 
and approval requirements. 

The Secretary will publish a docu-
ment in the FEDERAL REGISTER an-
nouncing the date on which the Con-
vention will enter into force for the 
United States. As of that date, the reg-
ulations in subpart C of this part will 
govern Convention adoptions between 
the United States and Convention 
countries, and agencies or persons pro-
viding adoption services must comply 
with § 96.12 and applicable Federal reg-
ulations. The Secretary will maintain 
for the public a current listing of Con-
vention countries. 

Subpart D—Application Proce-
dures for Accreditation and 
Approval 

§ 96.18 Scope. 
(a) Agencies are eligible to apply for 

‘‘accreditation’’ or ‘‘temporary accred-
itation.’’ Persons are eligible to apply 
for ‘‘approval.’’ Temporary accredita-
tion is governed by the provisions in 
subpart N of this part. Unless other-
wise provided in subpart N, the provi-
sions of this subpart do not apply to 
agencies seeking temporary accredita-
tion. Applications for full accredita-
tion rather than temporary accredita-
tion will be processed in accordance 
with § 96.20 and § 96.21. 

(b) An agency or person seeking to be 
accredited or approved as of the time 
the Convention enters into force for 
the United States, and to be included 
on the initial list of accredited agen-
cies and approved persons that the Sec-
retary will deposit with the Permanent 
Bureau of the Hague Conference on Pri-
vate International Law, must follow 
the special provision contained in 
§ 96.19. 

(c) If an agency or person is re-
applying for accreditation or approval 
following cancellation of its accredita-
tion or approval by an accrediting enti-
ty or refusal by an accrediting entity 
to renew its accreditation or approval, 

it must comply with the procedures in 
§ 96.78. 

(d) If an agency or person that has 
been accredited or approved is seeking 
renewal, it must comply with the pro-
cedures in § 96.63. 

§ 96.19 Special provision for agencies 
and persons seeking to be accred-
ited or approved as of the time the 
Convention enters into force for the 
United States. 

(a) The Secretary will establish and 
announce, by public notice in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER, a transitional applica-
tion deadline. An agency or person 
seeking to be accredited or approved as 
of the time the Convention enters into 
force for the United States must sub-
mit an application to an accrediting 
entity with jurisdiction to evaluate its 
application, with the required fee(s), by 
the transitional application deadline. 
The Secretary will subsequently estab-
lish and announce a date by which such 
agencies and persons must complete 
the accreditation or approval process 
in time to be accredited or approved at 
the time the Convention enters into 
force for the United States (deadline 
for initial accreditation or approval). 

(b) The accrediting entity must use 
its best efforts to provide a reasonable 
opportunity for an agency or person 
that applies by the transitional appli-
cation deadline to complete the accred-
itation or approval process by the 
deadline for initial accreditation or ap-
proval. Only those agencies and per-
sons that are accredited or approved by 
the deadline for initial accreditation or 
approval will be included on the initial 
list of accredited agencies and ap-
proved persons that the Secretary will 
deposit with the Permanent Bureau of 
the Hague Conference on Private Inter-
national Law. 

(c) The accrediting entity may, in its 
discretion, permit an agency or person 
that fails to submit an application by 
the transitional application deadline to 
attempt to complete the accreditation 
or approval process in time to be in-
cluded on the initial list; however, such 
an agency or person is not assured an 
opportunity to complete the accredita-
tion or approval process in time to be 
included on the initial list. The accred-
iting entity must give priority to ap-
plicants that filed by the transitional 
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